
Global challenges and opportunities for vaccines 

An interdisciplinary workshop organized by the Helmsys consortium 
When: 30th of Nov - 1st of Dec 2023  

Where: Kloster Bernried at Lake Starnberg, near Munich, Germany 

Background and context 

Vaccines are one of the most successful public health interventions and their development and evaluation has mainly 

taken place in the Global North. Hence, this 2-day interdisciplinary workshop brought together an international and inter-

disciplinary group of stakeholders and scientists working in the context of vaccines to discuss exceptional challenges for 

vaccines especially in resource-constrained settings. The topics that contextualized were: basic understanding of the un-

derlying host’s immune system especially in the context of co-infections such as with parasites and implications for vaccine 

response; new vaccine targets and human challenge models; unique challenges of vaccine trials in especially in low-re-

source settings; understanding tools, standards, and approaches to assess the safety, efficacy, and quality of vaccines in 

various contexts; conceptualizing vaccine confidence in low and high resource contexts; improving vaccine equity and fair 

immunization globally. 
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Format 

The workshop was formatted as a series of presen-

tations around thematic areas (as above) in the 

first part of the day and rounded off in the second 

part with a panel discussion (1st day) and group ac-

tivity (2nd day). 

The participants had a visit around the historical 

monastery of the workshop venue and also visited 

a museum as part of networking. Outcomes  

The presentations and panel discussion and group activities shed light on the various, interdisciplinary aspects of vac-

cine research, especially within the context of ‘ideal’ parameters to evaluate in clinical trials for existing and novel 

vaccine targets, in light of emerging in vivo and experimental evidence. This also highlighted crucial research gaps in 

existing evidence and provided some insights into future directions for research. This will reflect in three aspects: (i) a 

more rich and nuanced discussion and analysis of evidence generated by the HelmSys systematic review; (ii) further 

opportunities for ECR, especially those connected to GLOHRA, to pursue collaborations, training and capacity building 

within the opportunities brough together by this workshop; (iii) an independent publication about the workshop pro-

ceedings, conceptualized and drafted by A. Siebner (UKT, HelmSys Consortium), and endorsed by all presenters and 

participants, expected to be published in ca. Summer 2024.    


